
Walking with the Past,

Living in the Present

Learning Big Ideas 

from the Civil Rights Movement and its Leaders
The following lessons present ideas of the civil rights movement through children’s literature and student response activities.  These lessons have been developed by Laura King for the Vermont Professional Development Network and meet Vermont K-3 grade expectations. Materials will be further explained during the 2009 Spring meeting entitled “How do they learn? How do we teach? Engaging Students in Meaningful Literacy Work.”
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BIG WORDS THAT CHANGE THE WORLD

Rappaport, Doreen. Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Hyperion Books for Children, 2001.  ISBN 978-0786807147,
Other resources for this lesson:  

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=92  Complete Lesson Plan

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson92/RWT113-2MLKquotes.pdf  MLK Quotes

http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/bigwords_book/big_book_template.pdf Big Book template

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson92/RWT113-1MLKexcerpt.pdf  I have a dream 

Share this book with your students, discussing the figurative words in the book (freedom, love, peace, etc.)  Discuss how these simple words represent big ideas.  You may also look at the quotations page and the “I Have a Dream” speech to further discuss these big ideas.  Then, using the big words template cited above, have students choose five of the figurative words in the book/quotes/speech and define/explain them in their own words.  The last block on the template asks children to write a poem using the five words.  Students then cut/staple their books and illustrate the words on the empty back pages. (See sample that follows.)
	      Grade Expectations in Writing:  In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments about text by…Using references to text to support a given focus.


	My Big 

Words

By

Laura 


	I
A one letter word that reminds me 

I am a person that can do things to make a difference in the world.



	YOU

A three letter word for the people reading this, some I know and some I don’t know, who share this earth with me.


	TOGETHER

An eight letter word that happens when you and I decide we share a dream

and try to make it come true.


	FUTURE

This six letter word is what fills us with hope

for the tomorrows ahead of us

when things will be better.
	PEACE

A five letter word that will happen

when guns are abandoned and hatred gives way to understanding.



	YOU and I

TOGETHER

Are the FUTURE

Of this earth, searching for PEACE, rejecting hatred,

Hoping for our tomorrows.
	Go online to
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Ruby’s Shoes, My Shoes
Coles, Robert. The Story of Ruby Bridges. Scholastics, 1995. ISBN: 9780590572811.

Bridges, Ruby. Through My Eyes. Scholastic, 1999. ISBN: 9780590189231. 

Other Resources for this lesson:

http://www.rubybridges.com/home.htm  (look for the free music download of Lori McKenna’s 
song, Ruby’s Shoes;  

 Ruby Bridges, Disney Movie, 1998

Norman Rockwell Image, The Problem We All Live With http://forquignon.com/history/american/civil_rights/the_problem_we_all_live_with.jpg
Reader’s Theatre version of The Story of Ruby Bridges (attached); poem by Danielle Henry (attached);
Imagined Letter from Ruby (attached); Venn Diagram (attached); Paper for student response
This lesson presents a special moment in time with which children can identify: The first day of school.  Read the book The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles.  Depending on students’ ages, you may also want to share all/part of Through My Eyes by Ruby herself. Ask children to imagine being Ruby, being in her shoes, experiencing her first day of school at William Frantz Elementary.  Next, make connections with the story and other genres: (1) Share an excerpt of the movie, Ruby Bridges, with your students—the scene where Ruby is going into the school for the first time.  (For this age, only excerpts should be used); (2) Play Lori McKenna’s song, Ruby’s Shoes, for students, asking them to listen/look for key words that remind them of the story (lyrics attached).  (3) Share poem Walking to School written by sixth grader Danielle Henry and discuss; (4) As a class, read the Readers’ Theatre version of The Story of Ruby Bridges (attached).  This allows students to read and reread key details of Ruby’s story. (5) Show the Norman Rockwell image, The Problem we all live with, as well as photos of this time.  (Ruby Bridges website has a photo link.)  Discuss the impact of the actions of one little girl on those around her.  (6) Prepare for students’ response--Have students  read the imagined letter to them from a young Ruby Bridges (attached).  Next, students should complete a Venn Diagram comparing their experiences going to school with Ruby’s.  Finally, ask students to write a letter to thank the real Ruby Bridges.
	Grade Expectations in Writing: In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments about text by using references to text to support a given focus (letter to Ruby).

Grade Expectations in Reading: Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of lit. texts by identifying/describing character/plot elements and major events, as appropriate to text; retelling key elements; distinguishing types of texts (song, poem, play, realistic fiction).


Walking to school, 

   Really wasn't cool.

   We are all the same,

   So why did the white folks shout her name?

   "We don't want you here! Whites only!

   Go away!"

   Were the mean-sounding things that they would say.

   She didn't understand it, she was too young.

   Until, out of all those days came one…
   A black baby doll, small, dark skinned,

   Looked a lot like one of her kin.

   It was in a coffin, and suddenly, like that!

   A light came on inside her with a snap!

   The color of her skin, the outside,

   what they see.

   “That’s the problem they have with me.”
   A six-year-old girl, called names,

   Just because skin color wasn't the same.

   Now, is that fair? I think not.

   It's something that I've never forgot.

   I've got a head, so do you.

   Eyes, ears, nose and a mouth on it too.

   Two arms, two legs, toes and fingers,

   But still that question always lingers.

   It’s my body, that's all.

   Now you need to make the call.

   Why can't it be, you and me,

   Us together as a We?

--Danielle Henry, 6th grade, Mill City, Oregon.

Source Citation:Henry, Danielle. "Ruby Bridges: In Her Shoes." Skipping Stones 13.4 (Sept 2001):  

The Story of Ruby Bridges

by Robert Coles

This script takes place during two different time periods (when Ruby Bridges is young and when Ruby Bridges is an adult) with narrators telling the story and the characters playing out the roles.

Characters:
Ruby Bridges (Adult Ruby)
Young Ruby Bridges (Young Ruby)
Narrator 1
Narrator 2
Ruby’s mom
Little girl, little boy
Protestor 1
Protestor 2
Mrs. Henry

Narrator 1: 
It was years ago in a small town in Mississippi called Tylertown when a little girl named Ruby Bridges was born.

Narrator 2: 
Her family was very poor and they had to work really hard to survive.

Adult Ruby (talking with her mother and a little girl/boy): 

My life has been really hard. We had to do everything to support our family. I went to bed some nights hungry because we did not have 
enough to eat. When my dad lost his job, things got worse and 
we ended up moving.

Little girl, Little boy: 
Where did you move to, Ruby?

Adult Ruby: 

We moved to New Orleans and then both of my parents got jobs.
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Ruby’s mom: 

I got a job cleaning floors and Ruby’s dad also had a cleaning job. 
Things were definitely tough.

Little girl, Little boy: 
Did you like school when you were little? (Said with excitement) 

We love it!

Adult Ruby: 

It was really bad at first. 

Narrator 1: 

The white children and the African American children were not 
allowed to go to the same school.

Narrator 2: 

The worst part is that the two groups of people did not get to 
have the same education.  Schools for African American children had fewer teachers, did not have many good books or supplies, 

and were not maintained very well. 


 Adult Ruby: 

But when I was in elementary school, the laws changed, and 

I was allowed to go to a white school, William Frantz Elementary School. 
I was only six years old.

Ruby’s mom: 

We were so proud of her and happy because 
this was such an important event for African American people.

Little girl, Little boy (talking to Ruby’s mom): 
Were you scared?

Ruby’s mom: 
Yes, her father and I were, but we did a lot of praying, 
and we knew that she would be okay.

2


Little girl, Little boy: 
What was so bad about it, Ruby?


Ruby: 

When I first started at the white school, people were not very happy.

Little girl, Little boy: 
What happened?

(Ruby starts to think back and remembers about what happened)

(This next part takes place back when Ruby was in school.)

(Young Ruby is walking into school and passing the protestors.)

Protestor 1 (carrying a sign): 
We don’t want our white children going to school with a black girl!

Protestor 2 (carrying a sign): 
Go away! You don’t belong here!

Narrator 1: 
As Ruby walked into school, she always had people screaming and shouting at her. She never said anything to the crowd. She just held her head up high and walked right past them.

Narrator 2:

She would be driven to school, then the marshals walked into the building with her.  They were sent there by the president 
to protect her from the angry mob.

Narrator 1: 
When Ruby got into school, she was the only one in there other than Mrs. Henry, her new teacher. She was learning in school all by herself. She didn’t have anyone to play with at recess or eat with at lunch.
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Mrs. Henry: 
How are you doing, Ruby? Are you afraid?


Young Ruby (with a happy face):

No, I am doing fine, Mrs. Henry! I am ready to learn!

Narrator 1: 
Mrs. Henry was very nervous for Ruby and wondered how much longer she would want to stay in this school.

(Scene switches back to old Ruby)

Adult Ruby: 
A couple days later when I was walking to school, I stopped near the crowd. People started yelling loudly at me. 
Many people were nervous for me, especially Mrs. Henry.

(Scene switches back to young Ruby)

Protestors (chanting): 
Go away! You don’t belong here! Go away!

(Young Ruby walks into school and is greeted by Mrs. Henry)

Mrs. Henry: 
What were you doing out there Ruby? I was so scared for you.  It looked like you were talking to them.

Young Ruby:  

I wasn’t talking.  I was praying.

Mrs. Henry: 

Praying?
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Young Ruby: 

Yes.  I usually stopped earlier, but I forgot today.  
I was just praying for them. I know that they are saying these bad things about me, but they don’t really mean it. I want God to forgive them.


(Scene switches back to old Ruby)

Little girl, Little boy: 
Wow, it sounds like you had a really hard time 
when you were a little girl, Ruby.

Adult Ruby: 
Yes I did. There were so many tough times but I was able to work through them. Most importantly, I had the freedom to go to any school no matter whether it was for white or black children. 
Education is very important. I am glad the laws changed, so that I had the freedom and ability to get an education at a better school.

Little girl, Little boy:

Thank you, Ruby. What you did back then

makes our schools today better places for everyone.

Maybe you didn’t know it then,

But you were very, very brave.

(Ruby, Ruby’s mother, and the little girl walk off together.)
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	RUBY’S SHOES

By Lori McKenna

Ruby's shoes would take her
A mile or so to school every day
Where the white people hated her
They'd scream and hold signs and tell 

   her to go away



But Ruby's will was stronger
Than the bigots with the signs could 

   ever know
She stopped every morning on the corner
And prayed that someday the pain 

   would go

And she'd stop and she'd pray
That all the hatred would go away
She was only six years old but she knew
Walk a mile in Ruby's shoes

Ruby sat alone in the classroom
She never dreamed the other children 

   wouldn't come
They hated her for the color of her skin
Well color is such an amazing illusion

She'd stop and she'd pray
That all the hatred would go away
She was only six years old but she knew
Walk a mile in Ruby's shoes
	Now Ruby knew about Dorothy
And the ruby shoes that she wore
She wondered about Oz sometimes
Well, well no other child ever walked 

   her shoes before


And she'd stop and she'd pray
That all the hatred would go away
She was only six years old but she knew
Walk a mile in Ruby's shoes

Ruby, if birds can always fly
Why oh why can't you and I?

Ruby's shoes would take her
A mile or so to school every day
Where the white people hated her
They'd scream and hold signs and tell 

   her to go away

And she'd stop and she'd pray
That all the hatred would go away
She'd stop and she'd pray
That no other children would be raised this way
Ruby's shoes

If birds can fly
Then why oh why
If birds can fly then why oh why 
   can't I




Dear Friend,
I am going to a new school now, the William Frantz Elementary School. But when I walk into the school building, federal marshals have to walk with me to keep me safe. There are lots of people standing around the school holding up signs that say they don't want black children in a white school. They call me names and say they want to hurt me. I like to learn, but right now I am the only student in Mrs. Henry's class. I even eat lunch alone. I miss having friends at school. Some days I wake up, and I don't want to go. But I keep praying. Do you think it will get better some day? I hope it is not so hard for you.
Love,
Ruby Bridges
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Dear Ruby Bridges,


______________________________________________


__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________


__________________________________________________




Sincerely, 



________________________________




________________________________


  

  

 


Friendship over Fences   

Each of these books tell a story of children coping with segregation laws.  (bibliographic notes adapted from amazon.com)  After sharing these stories, divide students into small groups of “actors,”
who will together act our scenes from  the books.  (Teacher will provide bag of props, costumes, etc.)
Woodson, Jacqueline. The Other Side. Putnam, 2001. ISBN 978-0399231162.  Clover, the young African-American narrator, lives beside a fence that segregates her town. Her mother instructs her never to climb over to the other side because it isn't safe. But one summer morning, Clover notices a girl on the other side. Both children are curious about one another, and as the summer stretches on, Clover and Annie work up the nerve to introduce themselves. Not quite disobeying their mothers, together they sit on the fence.  Eventually, it's the fence that's out of place, not the friendship.
Coleman, Evelyn. White Socks Only. Whitman, 1999. ISBN 978-0807589564. This is a story about a young African American girl who asks her grandmother if she could go into town on a hot summer day. The grandmother proceeds to tells her a childhood story when she faced discrimination because she had drunk from a fountain which had a sign on it saying "whites only". She had misunderstood this sign thinking "whites only' meant white socks only. Her action of drinking from this fountain results in a town which begins to make changes.
Wiles, Deborah. Freedom Summer.  Aladdin, 2005. ISBN 978-0689878299. “John Henry Waddell is my best friend," begins the narrator of this story, set during a summer of desegregation in the South. John Henry is black and the narrator is white, so the boys swim together at the creek, rather than at the whites-only town pool, and the narrator buys the ice-cream at the segregated store. When new laws mandate that everything must desegregate, the boys rejoice, until the town fills the pool with tar in protest and the narrator tries to see this town, "through John Henry's eyes."
Weatherford, Carole Boston. Freedom on the Menu: The Greensboro Sit-ins.  Puffin, 2007.  ISBN 978-0142408940. Connie likes to shop downtown with her mother. When they feel tired and hot, they stop in at Woolworth's for a cool drink, but stand as they sip their sodas since African Americans aren't allowed to sit at the lunch counter. Connie wants to sit down and have a banana split, but she can't, and she grumbles that, "All over town, signs told Mama and me where we could and couldn't go." When her father says that Dr. King is coming to town, she asks, "Who's sick?" She watches as her brother and sister join the NAACP and participate in the Greensboro, NC, lunch counter sit-ins. 
GUIDELINES FOR CREATING AND PERFORMING SKITS
Creating Your Skit 

• Each group member must have a role in the skit. 
  (It is acceptable to include a role of Narrator in your skit.) 

• You may use props in the prop bag; you also can use classroom

  furniture/space to convey your setting effectively. 

• Your skit must not contain actual violence, inappropriate language

  or actions*.  (Note: story conflicts sometime will require you to

  suggest negative behavior—but remember you are acting!) 
Performing and Viewing Skits 

• Use clear and expressive voices that can be easily heard and  

  communicate your scene effectively. 
• Use your body position and movement to communicate your scene

  effectively.

• Be a team player and a polite audience member. Put-downs are not permitted. 

[image: image9.emf]
Adapted from http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=1024
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SIGNS OF SEGREGATION
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Signs of Integration!



FAITH RINGGOLD: Author Study
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If a bus Could Talk: The Story of Rosa Parks.                                 My Dream of Martin Luther King. Crown, 
Simon and Schuster, 1999.                                                                1995.
  

                                                                            


Tar Beach.  Crown Publishers, 1991.                                              The Invisible Princess, Crown 1998.



Aunt Harriet’s Underground                                              Dinner at Aunt Connie’s House.  

Railroad in the Sky. Crown, 1992.                                                Hyperion, 1993.

I will always remember when the stars fell down around me and lifted me up above the George Washington Bridge." (Tar Beach)  At this moment, Cassie Lightfoot finds herself as free as a bird, flying free high above the world.  Faith Ringgold allows dreams to become reality in her many books.  Children meet famous African Americans of history, learn about the Civil Rights era, and imagine a reality of strength and possibility.  Both Faith’s paintings and quilts create a mixture of reality and fantasy, symbolizing that life’s dreams can be realized when we share our stories and gain strength from them.

Create a class story quilt, giving each student an 8”x8” square.  On their square, students should respond with pictures and words to one of the following questions:

“If you could be free, free  as a bird, where would you go and what would you do?”

“What is your dream? For yourself? For the world?
Ruby Bridges’ address: 


Ruby Bridges


P.O. Box 870248


New Orleans, LA 70187 


email  � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@rubybridges.com" �info@rubybridges.com�








GOING TO SCHOOL FOR SIX-YEAR-OLD RUBY BRIDGES


AT William Frantz Elementary School





GOING TO SCHOOL FOR ME


At ________________________________








How they are similar














