GRADE 4 
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	Imagine you work for the town’s newspaper.  Your job is to write text to go with photographs submitted to the newspaper.  It is very important that your text engages your reader and supports the visual image.

One day, you open up your e-mail and this is the picture you see!  Wow, what a story!
	HEY, WILL YOU LOOK AT THIS!
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PROMPT:  What is happening in the photograph that may interest your reader?  In your piece, describe what’s going on; include at least three specific details from the picture that support your answer.  Don’t forget to give your piece a title.  Remember, your job is to inform and engage the reader.

	Think about the picture….Write down some notes
	What is happening in this picture that you want your reader to know about? 
	What do you see in the picture that supports your ideas? (3+ details)

	
	
	

	
	Possible Title:


	
	Introduction—Get your reader hooked!
	Support Details--keep it going!
	Conclusion—

wrap it up!


PROTOCOL FOR IMPLEMENTING PROMPT:

Part One

1. Show students image only (You may project or distribute copies of the image.) Facilitate a 15-minute class discussion by asking the following questions:

· What is going on/happening in this picture?

· What do you see that makes you say that?

· What else can you find?

2. Now imagine seeing this photograph in the newspaper.  How would a reader get more information about the photo? (Answer--read caption or accompanying story)  Discuss how both the text and the picture provide the reader with information.

Complete a two minute brainstorm:  At least 10 Key words/phrases that would help describe this photograph.  Write list on the board.  

Part Two

3. Next, pass out the student response sheets (planner and first draft paper). Read  the box at the top of the prompt explaining their role at the newspaper.  Make connections to the previous discussion.  Make sure that students understand they can imagine some details (name of boy, town, info about robot, for example), as long as they stay focused on explaining what is happening in the picture.   Discuss what they are to do to check their work before turning it in (see bottom of response sheet).  Review expectations for this writing.

4. Give students time to plan and write their piece (approx. 45 min.)

5. Allow students to share their work

6. You/student may choose to take this to a second draft stage.  However, the FIRST DRAFT piece is what is scored for the constructed response task.
Teacher: _______________________________________  Grade: _______________Date: ______

TITLE:

 ________________________________________________________________________


By___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________Before turning your paper in...  Quietly read your writing out loud two times:  
	1 .  Read out loud to check for meaning:

Will my reader understand my ideas?  Did I leave out any words?

Do I have a beginning that will hook my reader? 

Does my writing flow? Are my ideas in order?

Do I include three specific details from the picture to support my writing?

Have I used some interesting words?

Do I have a 1-2 sentences that conclude my piece?

Do I have an interesting title?
	2.  Read out loud to check for conventions:

Do I have the capitals I need? 

Do I have the punctuation I need?

Have I spelled every word I know how to spell

correctly?  If I'm unsure about a spelling, have I used my skills and resources to spell it correctly?




Teacher Test—I tried the prompt and it was fun!  Notes--

	What is happening in this picture that you want your reader to know about?
	What do you see in the picture that supports your ideas? (3+ details)

	Boy is putting money in giant walking robot bank

The robot bank is in a downtown area

It's a spring/fall day—so maybe the collection is happening in the fall

The collection is sponsored by a store named Janice's, a local dress shop

Happening near downtown restaurant


	Boy and robot

area stores

no coats, but long sleeves

“Jan...” is on one of the signs

“Hamburgers”


Robbie Robot's Taking Donations!

Outer Space Visitor Helping Charity


No, a giant alien did not visit downtown Springfield! It was Robbie, the talking Robot, taking donations for Coats for Kids!  Sponsored this month by Janice's Apparel and Harry's Hamburger Haven, Robbie was strolling downtown visiting with shoppers and asking for donations that will be used to purchase new coats and warm weather gear for needy children.  Several people, including eight-year-old Jamie Sawyer, donated change after their afternoon of shopping.  Robbie the Robot will be visiting Springfield during lunch hour throughout the month of October.  For more information, call the Springfield Chamber of Commerce, 375-4567.

